
OPTIONAL SCRIPT AND TALKING POINTS 
 

Note: the data below are based on a survey sent to MD prospective test-takers. Please 
adjust accordingly. These talking points were taken from unitedfordiplomaprivilege.org 
and adjusted to incorporate MD specific data results.  

 
CALL YOUR STATE REPS! 

 
Thanks for calling your state representatives! We each need to call them DAILY  and implore 
them to support our movement. If you don’t know who your representatives are, you can find 
them here: http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/District . 
 
When you call, give your name and address to the staff member who takes your call. Make sure 
to say you are a constituent of the district. Then, consider relaying the talking points below. 
Please feel encouraged to share your personal hardships if you feel comfortable! 
 

● I implore Representative [X] to join recent law graduates, law professors, and 
practitioners and demand that the Maryland Court of Appeals grant students 
registered for the upcoming Maryland Bar exam Diploma Privilege.  

● As your office is likely aware, the Maryland Court of Appeals has opted to hold an online 
exam in October despite mounting evidence that this will have disastrous consequences 
for applicants.  

● In a recent survey of almost 200 law applicants who are registered to take the exam this 
fall, 49.15% of respondents indicated they will not or are unsure if they will have 
access to a reliable and consistent internet connection, which is required to take the Bar 
examination online. 

● The same survey showed that  78.29%  of respondents indicated they will not or are 
unsure if they will have access to a quiet space where they can take the Bar examination 
without interruption.  

● Beyond technical issues, many applicants are facing significant financial and other 
hardships that make taking the test––or waiting longer to take a postponed 
test––particularly difficult. 

● The same survey showed that over 80%  of applicants are presently experiencing 
hardships: 64.16% are experiencing financial insecurity; over  12% are experiencing 
housing insecurity; and over 65% are struggling emotionally.  



● Furthermore, on a scale of 0-5 (0 being worst, 5 being best), over 55%  of respondents 
indicated a mental health score of 2 or less.  

● Additionally, 78% of respondents reported at least $20,000 in law school debt, 58% 
reported more than $100,000 in law school debt, and 17% reported more than $200,000 
in law school debt, repayment of which begins in November 2020, despite the fact that 
many students reported that employment offers had been rescinded or postponed until 
sometime in 2020, or indefinitely, as a result of the pandemic. 

● These problems make a fair administration of the October online administration 
dangerous and impossible, and are especially pernicious because they disproportionately 
impact recent graduates of color.  

● Across the board, applicants of color are suffering from nearly every hardship at a 
disproportionately high rate. Results from our Impact Survey show that applicants of 
color only constituted 29% of the survey respondents, yet represent:  

○ 32% of respondents with more than $50,000 of student debt;  

○ 46% of respondents without reliable internet connection; and  

○ 42.8% of respondents who require an accommodation during the bar exam. 

● The most equitable and effective solution is to grant DIPLOMA PRIVILEGE to all 
applicants registered for the upcoming California Bar exam. 

● Diploma Privilege has been used with success in Wisconsin for years; has recently been 
adopted by Utah, Washington, and Oregon in response to the pandemic; and can be 
administered in such a way to ensure that the principles underlying the Bar––i.e. ensuring 
competency––are addressed.  

● Again, I implore Representative [X] to support the efforts of recent law graduates and 
DEMAND that the Maryland Court of Appeals grant Diploma Privilege to all applicants 
for the upcoming Bar exam. 

● I ask Representative [X] to DEMAND Maryland Legislature calls a special session  

 

Thanks again for doing your part! Don’t forget to call DAILY if you can and make sure to share 
this with your peers. Let’s keep applying pressure wherever we can!  

 


