
 
 

Dear District Court of Columbia Court of Appeals: 

We are Diploma Privilege for Maryland (DP4MD) – a Diploma Privilege advocacy group made up of 
recent law school graduates in Maryland. In light of Maryland and D.C.’s longstanding reciprocal 
agreements, we write on behalf of all our D.C. colleagues.  

We write to you in support of our D.C. colleagues and urge this Court to adopt a variation of Diploma 
Privilege for July 2020 Bar applicants. The COVID-19 pandemic has created unprecedented obstacles to 
licensure. As such, innovation is required in developing a response and a solution. Diploma Privilege is 
the most equitable path to licensure for future members of the D.C. bar. In-person exams are impractical 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic and remote exams are unattainable due to the nonexistence of reliable 
and secure software to administer the exam. Diploma Privilege is the innovative solution this 
unprecedented global pandemic demands.  

Our colleagues at DP4DC have done a tremendous job at articulating the failings and inequities 
associated with a remote bar exam. This summer, DP4MD surveyed almost 200 of the 1,100 Maryland 
bar applicants in an attempt to understand how a remote bar exam would impact examinees.1 Given the 
high degree of attorneys who practice in both Maryland and D.C. and in support of DP4DC’s advocacy 
against a remote bar exam, we present this Court with the following findings:  

● 49.15% of respondents indicated they will not or are unsure if they will have access to a reliable 
and consistent internet connection, which is required to take the Bar examination online. 

● 78.29% of respondents indicated they will not or are unsure if they will have access to a quiet 
space where they can take the Bar examination without interruption. 

● 78% of respondents reported at least $20,000 in law school debt, 58% of respondents reported 
more than $100,000 in law school debt, and 17% of respondents reported more than $200,000 in 
law school debt. 

● Over 80% of applicants are presently experiencing hardships: 64.16% are experiencing financial 
insecurity; over 12% are experiencing housing insecurity; and over 65% are struggling 
emotionally.  

● On a scale of 0-5 (0 being worst, 5 being best), over 55% of respondents indicated a mental 
health score of 2 or less. 

● Across the board, recent graduates of color are suffering from nearly every hardship at a 
disproportionately high rate. Results from our Impact Survey show that applicants of color only 
constituted 29% of the survey respondents, yet represent: 

○ 32% of respondents with more than $50,000 of student debt;  
○ 46% of respondents without a reliable internet connection; and  
○ 42.8% of respondents who require an accommodation during the bar exam; and  
○ 31.03% of respondents reported facing at least one hardship.  

                                                             
1 See, https://0a3f1d66-a0d3-4adc-8bfd-
f29f8a8a9bf7.filesusr.com/ugd/d63a6c_26595bc5f36b45809c9d08a30babc6a8.pdf  



In its consideration of Diploma Privilege as a solution to COVID-19’s impact on the July 2020 bar exam, 
we urge this Court to consider the many financial and economic hardships bar applicants are facing; the 
disproportionate impact a remote exam will have on applicants of color; and the inability for bar 
applicants to provide the required testing environments and materials for a remote exam. In addition, we 
urge this Court to read the eight impact statements, posted below in Appendix B, from July 2020 
Maryland bar applicants. Bar applicants are not simply numbers hoping to gain admittance to the D.C. 
bar. Every applicant has a story and we hope this Court reads the few we have submitted.  

The practice of law requires empathy. In order for attorneys to effectively advocate for their clients, they 
must be able to situate themselves in their client’s shoes. Attorneys speak for those who are unable to 
speak for themselves. As soon-to-be-attorneys, we hope that this Court reminds applicants, Boards of 
Law Examiners, and other courts that the practice of law displays empathy not just towards its clients, but 
also towards its incoming class of practitioners.   

Thank you for giving us this opportunity to comment on Diploma Privilege and also for taking the time to 
read our submission. 

Respectfully, 

DP4MD 

Email: dpformd@gmail.com  
Twitter: @dp4md | Instagram: dpformd | Website: https://www.dp4md.com/ 
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Appendix B: Personal Impact Statements 
 
Of the 192 submissions to the Maryland bar Impact Survey, seventy-four respondents submitted 
an Impact Statement. Petitioners pulled eight to share with the Court.  
 
 
Testimonial No. 9: I graduated from an out-of-state law school, which I attended due to a 
scholarship that made it cheaper than in-state options, in May of 2019. I was offered a JD-
advantage job in New York right out of law school, and therefore have not previously take[n] the 
bar exam. However, due to COVID, I was sadly laid off from my job but was told I could be hired 
again in a traditional legal capacity should I be licensed to practice law in New York. Given New 
York had limited seating for the July administration of the UBE/suggested I sit elsewhere, 
combined with the fact I am from Maryland, am currently living here, and did not want to travel 
during the pandemic, I registered to take the Maryland UBE. However, the SBLE's multiple 
decisions to delay the bar exam and cancel the portability of this year's Maryland UBE have had a 
life-changing impact on me. I now will have to look for legal work exclusively in Maryland as I 
cannot afford to wait another six months to take a UBE, and I may have to find work beginning in 
August while still studying since I was only planning on being without income through July. I 
humbly ask for diploma privilege like that provided in Washington, which will not discriminate 
against me for 1) going to a below-86% pass rate for first-time-test-takers/out-of-state law school 
(which I only went to due to financial constraints) nor for 2) not being a 2020 grad (I was laid 
off/have never previously sat for the bar), and 3) ideally, will allow for a traditional UBE 
administration in September should I so choose (I understand this ship has likely sailed, along with 
my dream of returning to New York anytime soon). I hope you hear my plea. Thank you very 
much. 
 
 
Testimonial No. 12: First, I want to address the elephant in the room: the Class of 2020 is not 
seeking Diploma Privilege to avoid preparing for, and taking, the bar exam.  We are seeking 
Diploma Privilege so that we can start our careers.  Careers which we have pushed ourselves for 
years to prepare for.  Many of us have jobs contingent on bar admission.  Many of those jobs have 
started or will start soon, making bar preparation an insurmountable task—especially for those 
who cannot take time just prior to the exam.  Yet others struggle to find jobs in a frail economy 
and are forced to balance that stress with the constant changes to the bar exam. 
 
Beyond concerns over starting the career we are all so passionately seeking, there are other barriers 
complicating life for the Class of 2020.  Student loans, families, relocation, access to reliable 
resources to take the exam, among others.  We have been put in a situation that we did not ask 
for.  We finished the hardest educational studies of our lives, remotely.  Some of us have started 
bar studies at least three times, exhausting resources on content areas that we hope we can 
remember in October.  We are studying the same way, putting ourselves through constant stress 
for half of an exam, which provides a non-portable score so that we have some chance at starting 
our careers, and paying back loans.  Many of us do not have the luxury of waiting until February 
so we are forced to acquiesce. 
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I am a non-traditional student.  I have a family who depend on me, who have watched me go 
through law school.  They have also watched my stress, frustration and devastation over the 
uncertainty of this situation.  I am responsible for three children.  That means four additional 
human beings that I account for during bar studies.  I would normally escape to a quiet place such 
as a library.  I can't.  When the remote administration comes, those human beings will either be 
here at home, or will require childcare.  If they are still involved in remote learning at that point, I 
cannot say that my internet will be reliable.  I cannot say that I will be distraction free.  I can say 
that my situation puts me at risk for not being as successful on the bar exam.   
 
We have been placed in an extraordinary situation.  We understand that the bar exam is a time-
honored tradition.  We also understand that time will not stop for us, loans will not stop for us, 
employment cannot be put on hold, and life must go on. 
 
 
Testimonial No. 13: The delay in the exam by three months has pushed my start date back causing 
me to lose wages which I will never be able to earn since my job is a one year position. 
Additionally, the delay in my start date will leave me without health insurance for over two months. 
I am not in a financial position to afford short term coverage. I have prescriptions I need to fill in 
that time period; I will not be able to afford those prescriptions without insurance. The 
compounded effect of my parents' situation (being high risk and their source of incomes relying 
on caring for a group of high risk persons), the delay in the test, and the changes to my employment 
and healthcare coverage have caused me severe anxiety and stress. I have always been the type of 
person who handles change and adversity fairly well but the constant worry about my parents and 
their business paired with concerns about my own health and wellbeing has made life incredibly 
difficult and thinking of the future terrifying.  
 
 
Testimonial No. 18: COVID-19 created unanticipated challenges for practically every individual 
and ever family. This experience showed us there are many businesses and organizations who are 
willing to step up and help individuals recover and get through this difficult time. I urge the SBLE 
and the Court of Appeals to do the same. 
 
I attended law school with zero supports. I had no one in my family in the legal field, I was one of 
the first people in my family to go to college. I had worked full time to afford college, as I was on 
my own financially starting at age 17. However, I persevered, because I believed I had the chance 
to make an impact on my community. During law school (against the school’s advice), I worked 
two jobs as a cashier and a gym attendant so I could afford rent and my basic necessities. I later 
got a job at a legal services organization, where I fell in love with public interest law. I was looking 
forward to working there as a staff attorney following the bar exam - I had attended the first 
interview and was told the second interview was just a “formality,” and they were happy to have 
me come aboard.  
 
Then, COVID-19. Even after the organization had to lay me off, they said they were still hoping 
to bring me on board as a staff attorney. But when the bar was postponed, that all changed. 
Suddenly, the organization could not hold a position for me for an additional five months until I 
would be able to be sworn in. Any opportunities i had to come back to that organization even as a 
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paralegal we’re not longer available, as they lost some of their funding. I went from a clear vision 
of my future to nothing overnight. 
 
Law school itself and the legal field are very elitist environments. I have witnessed firsthand how 
they misunderstand the plight that many of us are currently facing. I have no job, and have no idea 
how I will make rent in the upcoming months. I do not have family members to loan me money or 
even to move in with for the time being. I do not know how I am supposed to be unemployed for 
the next five to seven months. I will likely have to take a job as a waitress or cleaning staff in order 
to make ends meet, but that is if businesses even fully open any time soon. I find it extremely 
challenge to try to focus on studying for the bar, because I am so terrified at all times of what is 
going to happen. 
 
These are extreme and unforeseen circumstances. However, that means they require a solution that 
reflects those circumstances. Diploma privilege should be that solution. It would not be a free pass 
or an easy way out, it would just allow law school graduates to survive the next five to seven 
months until they are able to safely take the bar exam and be sworn in. I urge your to try to put 
yourselves in our shoes, and make a decision that reflect the circumstances in which we find 
ourselves. Thank you for your time. 
 
 
Testimonial No. 27: The Bar Exam and bar prep is something that has been known for its structure- 
a nine to ten week intense course to prepare you for the exam. This year, bar prep has turned into 
a chaotic mess. I started bar prep a little early, to make bar prep a little less stressful, and now I 
will be studying for almost SIX months until the October exam instead of 10 weeks. Not only is 
that exhausting, it is unfair.  
 
The limbo that we have been placed in since April has taken such a huge toll on my mental health 
and the mental health of my classmates and friends. During the bar prep course we are given 
strategies and techniques on how to take the exam- write notes in margins, highlight, cross multiple 
choice answers out, etc. None of these apply to this new remote exam. So what do now that we 
have paid $3,000 for bar prep and the techniques and strategies that they teach us, we can no longer 
use? Our bar prep course has also given us advice on what subjects to focus on more based on how 
the proportion of multiple choice questions that the UBE gives. What do we do now that this 
information may longer be valid? How do we prepare? Our bar prep courses tell us to take practice 
exams under exam-like conditions. How do we do that if we do not have access to the bar exam 
software? Will be using the software for the first time ever on October 5th and 6th? I, like many 
of my peers, live at home with family. I am one of five people in my house. This makes it nearly 
impossible to find four or more quiet hours in the day to study, listen to lectures, write out essays, 
and more. It also gives me no quiet, private space to take the bar exam in October! Since my first 
year of law school, I have been relying on doing bar prep at school and taking the exam in the 
Convention Center, not at home. I explored the idea of possibly getting a hotel room to take the 
exam in; however, due to coronavirus, many hotels are still closed and I am should not have to 
spend an additional couple hundred dollars to take the exam after I have already spent almost 
$4,000 on the application and bar prep. Not to mention I am in such financial hardship because I 
lost my job due to the coronavirus.  
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Additionally, the neighborhood I live in has so many trees. This causes our tv and internet to go 
out for a minute or two and then come back on. I am terrified that this would happen during the 
exam and I would lose everything I have worked so hard on these past few years. To add to all of 
this, I am starting my judicial clerkship in August. This means that I have to now study for the bar 
exam and work full time for the two months leading up to the exam, something I NEVER planned 
on doing. This would make it extremely difficult for me to adequately prepare for the exam. Also, 
this would require that I use some of my sick-leave to take off work for the exam. This is extremely 
unfair to force us to do. I have an autoimmune disorder and I was relying on having those days in 
case I have a bad flare-up. My peers and I should not have to go through this. On the topic of 
clerkships, will an October bar exam delay the raise that clerks receive for passing the bar exam? 
Some of us are relying on that to be able to pay our extremely high student loans. I fear that this 
would force me to seek outside employment, such as serving or hostessing, on weekends.  
 
Lastly, we paid to take a UBE exam with a portable score. The fact that the exam score is non-
portable makes things extremely unfair for students like myself, that planned on practicing in D.C. 
one day. Some of us will not be in a financial position to take more time off work to study and take 
the D.C. bar exam at a later day. This is not what we signed up for. I have admired the legal 
profession since I was a little girl  As a first generation college student, and a first generation law 
student, I have dreamed about the opportunity to take the bar exam, and practice law; however, 
this experience has made it very difficult for me to keep that same feeling of excitement. All I feel 
is unsure. Unsure about my ability to adequately prepare for the bar exam at home, unsure about 
my ability to take the bar exam from home, and unsure about my ability to pass the bar exam given 
all of these added complications. I know this are unprecedented times for all of us; however, I ask 
that you hear us out, listen to our struggles, take them into consideration, and allow for diploma 
privilege in Maryland. 
 
 
Testimonial No. 42: I am a mother of a four year old, and caretaker of an elderly person. I am 
unable to entertain the notion of in-person examination because of the risk in which it would place 
my family. While the online exam that SBLE proposed appears superficially promising, it is only 
so for those considered "traditional" law school graduates.  The reality of being a "non-traditional" 
graduate with a family whose health and security I must consider, paired with the COVID-19 shut 
down that removed safe childcare and reliable study options, has given me no choice but to attempt 
to prepare for an uncertain exam, for an uncertain period, in an uncertain and often chaotic 
environment. I must effectively choose between caring for my family and preparing for what is 
likely the most crucial obstacle in my adult professional life.  In addition, prolonging the period in 
which I cannot practice as an attorney, while simultaneously asking this graduate to repay loans 
that I had to use to finance my way through law school, is an emotional hurdle I have yet to 
overcome, and an economic hurdle I am terrified to face; my livelihood depends in part on my 
ability to earn in a field I worked so long and hard to join. 
 
 
Testimonial No. 44: The delay in the bar examination has impacted my life in many ways.  This 
has impacted my mental health, my relocation for my post graduation job, and more.   
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To begin, I accepted my post graduation job in December of 2019.  While the start date is 
determined by the employer, it left me plenty of time to take the exam in July, and then be able to 
focus on relocation in August.  With the exam being pushed back to first September and then 
October, I have had to rearrange my schedule for relocation.  Once I learned about the exam being 
moved to September, I extended my current lease in Maryland so I would not have to travel back 
to the state to sit for the exam.  Now the exam date has again been moved to October and it is 
virtual,  extending my lease did not have the intended benefits.  In addition, I have to figure out 
juggling relocation and studying for the bar exam, even though I had hoped to study for the bar 
exam full time in month leading up to the exam to ensure that I am able to pass.  In addition, while 
I plan to purchase an internet plan for my new residence, I am uncertain of company policies of 
internet providers regarding in home installation in September/October.   
 
Not only has there been an impact on my relocation plans.  My job gives me 18 months from my 
start date to be admitted to the bar.  However, in my position, like many others offered to graduates, 
there is eligibility for a raise upon being admitted to the bar.  Given the cost of living and my 
student loans, I need to be raise-eligible as soon as possible.  Even the difference of a few months 
is the difference of hundreds of dollars that I could be paying back on my student loans in an 
attempt to reduce future interest costs.  Student loan payments are due after my grace period 
whether or not I am admitted to the bar.  In addition, I have to start my job on September 14th, 
regardless of when the exam is administered.  I will not have accrued paid time off by then and 
may be allowed to "borrow" paid time off from future pay periods.  While I am grateful to even 
have a job in this economy, those are 16 hours of paid time off that I had planned to save for any 
possible emergencies.  Unfortunately, my mother is not in good health and suffers from an 
autoimmune disease and can take a turn for the worse quickly.  It is important to me that I can save 
this paid time off so I can travel to see her if an issue were to arise.  Not only is this time off a 
concern, but that I will also be taking the exam within a few weeks of starting my new 
position.  This will require me to attempt to balance excelling at my new job along with making 
sure I am adequately prepared for the exam.   
 
In addition to these logistical concerns, the uncertainty of the exam has taken a toll on my mental 
health.  This uncertainty has drastically increased my levels of anxiety.  I have had to reach out to 
my primary care physician several times in the past few months to seek advice and treatment for 
coping with my anxiety.  It is extremely difficult to even concentrate on studying for the bar exam 
when I have so many other plans that have had to be changed due to the rescheduling of the exam 
multiple times.  It also difficult to study when there is uncertainty about the exam itself.  Even 
though this remote option seems like it might work, this has not been done before in the history of 
the bar exam.  I have started studying several times only to be told to stop because the exam was 
rescheduled again.   I have concerns whether this remote exam will be administered, given 
logistical issues that may not even be foreseeable yet.  This uncertainty has haunted me since even 
before I submitted my intent to sit for the exam.  Realizing that the pandemic had changed the way 
we would be finishing out my final semester of law school added growing concerns about the bar 
exam.  The exam having been rescheduled twice and now being planned for a remote 
administration, which has not been done before, has only increased my anxiety and uncertainty 
around the situation.  
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Additionally, it has been difficult to concentrate on studying in general form my home.  I had 
planned to use the law library to study for the bar exam, but the building has been closed since 
March.  Even though I live on my own I still have other responsibilities such as caring for my dogs 
and working on two start up online businesses.  I had to start these businesses as a result of the 
pandemic since the industry that I had been working in to support myself through college and law 
school has been halted by the pandemic.  Even though starting these businesses during bar prep is 
not ideal, I have had to adjust my means of income to be able to pay for basic necessities.   
 
Overall, there have been so many aspects of my life that have been impacted due to the multiple 
changes in the examination date and the method of the examination.  I have had to completely 
change my relocation plans for my post graduation job, my timing of a potential raise has been 
impacted, and the increase of an anxiety due to the uncertainty of the exam.  This is just my 
personal impact alone, and I know that there are many others that struggle with these and other 
issues.  I hope that the Court of Appeals and the SBLE kindly take these concerns into account to 
make an important decision that has an impact on so many lives. 
 
 
Testimonial No. 56: Hello Court and SBLE, I would be lying by not telling you all that I am very 
unhappy with your decision to postpone the bar to October at home online. Both my boyfriend of 
8 years and I finished law school and must take the exam at home in our 800 square foot apartment. 
We are in student debt over $350,000 because we decided to do law school here in Maryland. I 
have high blood pressure and he has a highly compromised immune system. Our families live far 
away from Maryland, our closest relatives are in heavily infected New York City, and our friends 
are all taking the bar at their parent's homes. We have nowhere to go. In our apartment, the internet 
box is controlled from a centralized location on site that sometimes switches on and off randomly, 
thus causing us to temporary lose internet for anywhere from 10-30 minutes. Moreover, the guy 
who lives above us is loud and always blares music or fights with the woman he is living with. On 
top of all of this, my boyfriend lost his post-graduate job offer due to Covid-19 and I will start 
working as a law clerk to a judge in August. As such, I will be supporting us both with my income 
and I will have healthcare, but I need to pay his as well because our savings accounts are low 
because we are Millennials and have been in school our entire lives. As such, I will be both 
studying and working at the same time just to pass your exam. So that will be our testing conditions 
in our apartment. I do not know anyone who thinks these testing conditions for this exam are cool 
and acceptable. It is simply not. If I fail, I do not know if I will have the time to study in time to 
pass the February 2021 bar exam. We do not even know when we will receive a grade for the 
exam. You all have not been transparent at all in this process and randomly switch dates on us. We 
are at your mercy in this situation, but my faith in this system under your leadership is low and 
negative. You all are serving as examples for me of what not to do when handling a crisis, which 
is to be opaque and switch dates on people and give them no guidelines at all in the situation all 
while taking our money for the exam. Please do better, I want to believe in you all again and I can 
again if Diploma Privilege is granted or requirements to pass the bar exam are lowered. We are 
counting on you all to do what is fair and reasonable considering the awful circumstances and 
excruciating debt we are under. Please see where I am coming from, it is from a place of hurt and 
despair. 


